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T he recent years abound with studies pursuing the topic of the image of persons with disabilities created in mass media (Barnes 1997; Stanisławski 2004; Sahaj 2013; Struck-Peregończyk 2013; Niedbalski 2015) . According to the researchers, the dominant media discussion is "distorted" (Niedbalski 2015:149) . Persons with disabilities are presented in the discussion schematically and stereotypically, which has far-reaching consequences for the situation of this social group. The above results from the fact that media coverage shapes the common perception and understanding of the phenomenon of disability (Sahaj 2013) . C. Barnes, in his analysis of disability images in media distinguishes a few most frequent images: persons with disabilities are either "miserable" or "affected by violence," "scary and evil," or "incapable of full participation in social life." They can also be "freaks and singularities," "superheroes," "objects of mockery," "enemies to their own selves" or a "burden to society."
They are hardly ever presented as "normal people" (Barnes 1997:19) .
As rightly observed by J. Niedbalski (2015:153) , these dominating images are always associated with a discourse of symbolic violence, which (in the language of political correctness) in an indirect "soft" way excludes, patronizes and questions the entity of persons with disabilities, always highlighting their disability and building the whole narration around that condition. As a result, two opposing, extremely simplified faces of disability emerge in common awareness from the media coverage: of "poor disabled" individuals suffering because of their disabilities ("handicapped"), wronged by fate and needing sympathy and help or, in opposition, "superheroes" struggling with adversity of fate and hardships of everyday life, yet achieving success above the average in spite of their disabilities (Stanisławski 2004) .
The aim of the article is to confront the above social images of disability, generated, among others, by Polish media, 1 with opinions and feelings of persons with disabilities about themselves, taking into consideration the way they would like to be 1 Problems of "social image" of persons with disabilities in Poland is obviously much more complex than the simplified dichotomy "hero-victim" created by media. By analyzing the collected empirical material, the author posed the question if the surveyed students together with their identity narratives are a part of the images dominant in mass culture, and if they elaborate their answers to the question "who am I?" on the basis of these images. Maybe there appear also other plots, some alternate stories building the identity of students at Polish universities.
perceived by society. Still I will concentrate on a se- 
Definition of identity narrative
Research of narratives is a branch of science located at the crossroads of psychology, sociology, and linguistics (Dziob 2010 dialogues, and events into a unity (Ricoeur 1993) .
In this context identity narratives of students with disabilities refer first of all to the question "who am I?" -me as a person, me as a student, finally, me as a student with a disability. The narratives presented below are the essence -again referring to Ricoeur -of "understanding the being-in-the world" of this group of persons. The images of themselves that they create condition their functioning in various social roles, also as students.
Due to the character of the study, the author will concentrate only on the threads that are dominant in these narratives, the ones based on the antino- 
Identity narratives and coping with stigmatization
It is worth presenting a few thoughts on the function of constructing specific narratives in the process of coping with stigma (Goffman 2005; Świgost 2012 ). Goffman notices that stigma has a contextual and social character. The only thing that one can be confident about in the contemporary world is a continuous change. As G. Green (2009) 
puts it, changes
can have technological, personal, and organizational character, which influences the understanding of social stigma and attributing significance to it.
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According to Green, in the process of building their own identity by persons with disabilities, a great role is played on the personal level of changes. In a personal dimension, change is associated with discovering the fullness of one's humanity, and it is connected with a denial of defining oneself through one's stigma (Green 2009:10) . In the author's opinion three ways of personality (autoperception) Students pay attention to various forms of social oppression expressed also in the linguistic area: Having been fighting all their life with different obstacles resulting from their health situation, they rather want to see themselves as "tough" persons, whereas placing them in specific (socially expected) patterns by such a "crippled" image does not empower them but, instead, it weakens them internally, it discourages them from studying and having high self-expectations:
Administrative staff considers excessive care worse than fascism, whereas teachers show too much pity and indulgence when giving credits for exams. This gives me the impression that people with disabilities take advantage of this approach and complete their studies by using their disability. (a student with a significant motor disability, aged 25, study program:
Another aspect is the fact that students with disabilities are an exceptional group, and they are neither average in their age group nor in the group of young people with disabilities. The students' comments confirm a huge engagement of their families in their educational path, their own hard work, frequently incredible motivation for studying (especially with more serious illnesses) and determination to achieve the goals they set for themselves. The "victim" discourse is absent in the identity narratives of this group of persons. They do not perceive their situation as a "personal tragedy." If they talk about themselves, this is rather in terms of being "winners" and not "losers":
Studies are a complete folly to me -it is cool, I broke out of a small town, finally I am independent. (a student with a significant motor disability, aged 23, study program: Sociology)
Or maybe -students with disabilities as "superheroes"?
As often as they criticize the image of "victims,"
persons with disabilities show aversion to the im- This is an example of building one's personal identity around the image of a "superhero" -a manifestation of the sense of pride with one's achievements, capabilities, and successes; an example of the feeling of power that, while shaping a personality, really makes that person cope successfully with all adversities (by the psychological mechanism of a "self-fulfilling prophecy").
If these students feel somehow "exceptional," it is only due to their intricate biographies that shaped and tempered them. The respondents stress that they are "older from their study colleagues" -often in the direct age-related sense, but also mentally -they are richer with difficult experiences, which for most of them did not result in negative attitudes towards life and the environment. Among the responses there are also the ones indicating a certain sense of "Children of a Lesser God" or "Superheroes"? Identity Narratives of Persons with Disabilities as University Students "superiority" coming from the story of these students' lives: Yet, in general the discourse of "superheroes" is actually absent in responses of the students with disabilities.
Scarce voices confirming identities of "heroes" amongst the students probably show that they apply this strategy to thus cope with the "stigma" (Goffman 2005 ).
Quis sum? The "normality" discourse in the narratives by students with disabilities
So how do students with disabilities think about themselves and how would they like to be perceived by their environment? Most of the comments from the respondents in relation to identity narratives are concentrated around a "sense of their own normality" and a "feeling of lack of differences":
It is hard for me to say, because I am an ordinary guy. I don't know if that kind of question is in place. A response of one of the students participating in the survey can serve as a sort of summary to such narratives:
We don't want anything "extra," we only want to be treated in a standard way, without allowances, compassion, and without raptures on how fantastic we are to study after all. My friend from university has a little child and no disability. Life isn't easy for her either, but no one raves about her. (a student with a moderate motor disability, aged 23, study program: Pedagogy)
The discourse of "normality" can be also a method of coping with a "stigma" -there appears no person "with disability" in these narratives, there is only a "student." There exists no category of a "difference." "Diversity," or more clearly "unity" with the academic community, becomes highlighted instead.
This way of constructing their own identity by per- Identity narratives of students with disabilities are created mostly basing on the "normality" discourse, which is a manifestation of the need to be perceived not through the perspective of "disability" but rather through the "studentship." Of course, in this group 5 It is worth mentioning at this point that there exists a distinction between an "enacted stigma" and a "felt stigma" (Green 2007) . As far as in the case of the academic community, the first of the mentioned ways of stigmatizing may actually be quite rare (the situations when the students are discriminated or devaluated in any way due to their disability), the second type of stigmatizing occurs much more frequently. What happens, is actually "auto-stigmatizing," described as a shame associated with a stigma (illness, disability) and obsessive fear of stigmatizing reactions. Thus it is an awareness of being a subject to stigmatizing due to belonging to a group of persons with disabilities. Hence the described group of students shows stronger will to highlight the very fact of studying (uniformity) and reluctance to highlight disability (otherness). This attitude is close to Goffman's "virtual identity" -persons with disabilities are expected at the University to get well-adjusted to the role of a student, and persons manifesting their disability are poorly perceived because of "acting against their role" ( as well as students. The problem is interesting, and it requires a further, more profound research.
